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Foreword 

Scotland’s coast is one of our greatest shared assets—dynamic, diverse, and 

deeply woven into our history, culture, and economy. From rugged cliffs and 

sandy bays to busy harbours and fragile estuaries, our coastline supports 

communities, wildlife, and livelihoods. Yet it is also a place of constant 

change, shaped by natural processes and increasingly influenced by human 

activity and climate change. 

The State Of The Coast (SOTC) project provides an invaluable resource for 

understanding these changes. By bringing together accessible, up-to-date 

information, it enables everyone—from school pupils and students to local 

councillors, community groups, and visitors—to explore how our coasts 

function and why they matter. Crucially, it helps us all to make informed 

decisions about how we manage, protect, and enjoy these environments. 

As sea levels rise and weather patterns shift, the need for informed, 

collaborative action has never been greater. This project highlights not only 

the challenges we face but also the opportunities to build resilience and 

safeguard our coastal heritage for future generations. 

I encourage you to engage with this resource, 

share its insights, and play your part in shaping a 

sustainable future for Scotland’s coasts. 

 

David R Green 

Chair of EGCP 
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Understanding the State of the Coast. 

In order to enjoy the benefits that the East Grampian Coast brings to the people who live 
and visit it, we need to look after it. To do this we need to understand it so we can make 
the most of opportunities and reduce impacts. To help do this, the East Grampian Coastal 
Partnership has been researching and monitoring the coast for over 20 years. However, 
this information needs to be in the hands of as many people as possible. 

In 2009 EGCP published our first State of the Coast Document. While this document has 
proved very useful informing planning policy as recently as 2024, it is now out of date. To 
update it, EGCP has created a range of ways in which you can learn about the coast. 

This document aims to understand the people, economy, wildlife and environment that 
share this space. It offers a snapshot and the basic facts in a way that is understandable for 
people from 9 to 109 year olds.  

This does have limitations, things change, new information becomes available and, while 
every effort has been made, mistakes do happen. Because of this the East Grampian 
Coastal partnership has created the www.stateofthecoast.scot website. 

The State of the Coast website covers over 300 topics and aims to be a first port of call for 
anyone looking for information. This gives an understandable summary of the key points 
while signposting sources of far more detailed information. 

With Thanks 

Our work on State of the Coast has been delivered by a group of dedicated paid interns. 
We wish to thank them for their excellent work.  

State of the Coast 25 and 26 – Cathryn Lovie and Mariia Topol 

State of the Coast 25 - Adam Barker, Charlotte Tomlinson, George Grantham  

State of the Coast 26 – Corinne Meinert, Iona MacLeod, Rosa Payne, Shaleen Sharma 

I would also like to thank Marine Fund Scotland for supporting this project. David R. 
Green, EGCP Chair, for oversight, expertise and editing, and the EGCP Directors, Mike 
Skitmore, Stephen Paterson and John Watson for their continued hard work and 
dedication. 

 

Ian Hay 

Project Manager – Marine Planning 
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Our People and Economy 

The East Grampian Coastline has a vibrant society with a high level of 

quality of life due to a strong economy and environment. It has a 

strong connection to the sea with many locals and visitors enjoying 

activities such as wild swimming, coastal rowing and walking. 

The economy is evolving, with emerging industries such as renewable 

energy now sharing port infrastructure that has long been one of the 

world’s key hubs for the fishing and oil and gas sectors. 
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Biodiversity 

Big Image 

short Intro 

Wildlife 

The East Grampian Coast has an internationally important wealth of 

coastal wildlife depending on its wide range of rich landscapes. From 

the tiny whorl nosed snail to orcas, life has found a home. Even our 

towns and cities provide a home for nature. 

 

 

Our wildlife is changing with cold loving species retreating north and 

new species colonising from the south. We have also seen species 

returning that we lost due to hunting and loss of living space, such as 

the crane and the humpbacked whale. 
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Our Environ-

ment 

Big Image 

short Intro 

Our Environment 

The people, wildlife and economy of the area depend on 

a good environment. While we do have some major 

issues such as coastal litter, there is a great deal to be 

optimistic about. Air and water quality are improving; all 

our coastal bathing waters are at a good or excellent 

standard, and rubbish  on our beaches is reducing. 

Overshadowing everything is climate change, but even 

here we are seeing progress with the move to 

renewable energy. There is a great deal still to be done 

but we are moving in the right direction. 

29 



30 30 



31 
31 



32 

Water 

With Desgner 
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Glossary  

aGVA 

A measure of the economic value created by a sector or activity, after adjusting 
Gross Value Added (GVA) to remove the effects of taxes and subsidies on 
products. It shows the real contribution of an industry to the economy. 

Bryozoan 

A tiny aquatic animal that lives in colonies made up of many connected individuals. 
Bryozoans attach to hard surfaces such as rocks, shells, seaweed, and marine 
debris. 

Deprivation 

A state where individuals or communities lack the resources, opportunities, or 
services needed for a reasonable standard of living, such as adequate income, 
housing, education, healthcare, or employment. 

Disposable Bag Tax 

A government charge introduced in Scotland in 2014 on single-use plastic bags to 
reduce plastic waste. 

Greenhouse gasses 

Gases in the Earth’s atmosphere that trap heat, helping to keep the planet warm by 
absorbing and emitting infrared radiation 

Haul out site  

a specific coastal area—such as beaches, rocks, or sandbanks—where seals come 
ashore to rest, moult, and breed. 

Herring boom 

A period in the 19th and early 20th centuries when the herring fishing industry grew 
massively and became hugely important economically and socially 

Highwater Mark The highest point on the shore that the sea reaches during the tide. 

Inshore waters 

Areas of the sea close to the coast, usually within a few miles of the shoreline, 
where the water is relatively shallow and often used by smaller fishing vessels and 
coastal activities. 

Lathe 

A machine tool used to shape, cut, or finish materials, usually metal, wood, or 
plastic, by rotating the workpiece against a cutting tool. 

Pelagic 

Anything related to the open ocean, away from the coast and the sea floor, in terms 
of fisheries, pelagic species live in the open water rather than on the seabed or the 
shore 

Quayside 

The area alongside a quay, which is a platform or dock built along the edge of a 
river, harbour, or canal where ships load and unload cargo or passengers 

Renewable energy  

Energy that comes from natural sources that are naturally replenished, meaning 
they won’t run out over human timescales. These sources are sustainable and 
typically have a lower environmental impact than fossil fuels 

Rhinophores 

Sensory organs found on the heads of sea slugs (nudibranchs). They are usually 
shaped like small horns or antennae and help the animal detect chemicals in the 
water, allowing it to find food, mates, and navigate its surroundings. 

Scavengers Animals or organisms that feed on dead animals, dead plant material, or refuse 

Spawn 

The eggs released by fish, amphibians, or other aquatic animals during 
reproduction 

Acronyms  

aGVA Adjusted Gross Value Added 

DNA Deoxyribonucleic Acid 

EGCP East Grampian Coastal Partnership 

EU European Union  

EV Electric vehicle  

INNS Invasive non native species  

MSC Marine Stewardship Council 

NORCET Northern North Sea Cetacean Ferry Surveys 

UK United Kingdom  

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
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https://www.sas.org.uk/
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About EGCP 

Established in 2005, the East Grampian Coastal 

Partnership covers the area from Kinnaird Head, Fraserburgh 

and the mouth of the River North Esk, by St Cyrus.  

It works to improve our coastline and promote its sustainable 

development through planning, research, education and 

delivering practical improvement.  

Discover more about our coast 

EGCP also produces a range of four maps that give a huge 

amount of information about our coast. These include 

history, wildlife walks and much more. 

You can also join us for whale and dolphin watches and we 

can come to your school to share our knowledge. 

How to help 

The EGCP Turning the Plastic Tide Project holds beach cleans 

up and down the coast and has already removed over 140 

tonnes of rubbish from our beaches, Get in touch and we can 

help you or your group to get involved. 

Keep in touch 

EGCP produced four eNewsletters a year. Sign up on our 

website if you wish to be kept in formed. You can also find 

links to our social media on the site. 
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